Land Lease in Belarus
Regulations, Rights and Requirements 


Investors wishing to lease a land in Belarus may freely do so trough a process of state registration. Regulations of land lease, as well as tenants’ rights and requirements are all set out legally in a number of documents.
	Rights*
	Requirements*

	· Use land as wished

· Build up premises 

· Use water facilities and minerals for non-profit goals
· Require the real servitude be established or cancelled
· Give up voluntarily the land

· Sub-lease

· Delegate the rights and obligations to a third person

· Set the land as a bail in communication with a bank
	· Ensure the land is secure

· Make necessary payments in due time

· Comply with land occupation schedule

· Return the land in due time after the lease is over 

· Apply timely for lease renewal
· Keep land in good order, with ongoing improvements
· Respect the rights of other land users

· Comply with legally set limitations


Regulations of land lease allow subjecting the land as a mortgage in case the tenant applies for a bank credit. The right to land lease, in that case, may be used as a bail.
Private land leased to building up premises may be subject to a mortgage only together with those premises or unfinished constructions. Meanwhile, the mortgaged land continues to be owned by the mortgagor, and the tenant whose tenancy is mortgaged continues to use the land. 

The list of mortgagees is set out in a Presidential Decree of 2008 # 330 featuring all major banks operating in Belarus. So, a tenant wishing to get a bank credit may communicate the land leased as a mortgage only to the aforementioned banks.
Expropriation is permitted for state needs only. In that case, the land owner gets a redemption at a cadastral cost as of the day of expropriation with an additional compensation. The whole procedure is regulated by two major documents: Presidential Decree of 27 December 2007 # 667 and Council of Minister’s Order of 26 March 2008 # 462.
All disputes related to both expropriation and compensation are settled in court.

Regulations in land lease also stipulate conditions under which the right to land may be terminated. The local executive committee (LEC), under its jurisdiction or court ruling, may terminate that right if a tenant uses the land otherwise than set out in a lease contract, does not occupy the land after 6 months since the lease registration, did not pay the land tax during two consecutive fiscal terms(.
The right to land, however, is not terminated straightway. The LEC is required to send a notification to the tenant with the request to fulfill obligations under the lease contract, i.e. occupy land, start building, etc. In case the tenant did not follow the request, the LEC either sues the tenant or terminates the land lease contract if that is legally permitted by the contract.
All details may be found in the attached Arrangements for Land Use in Belarus.
( list is not full





